CHARACTERS    OF   THE    REFORMATION
So long as Henry lived, that is, till the year
1547, by which time Mary Tudor was a woman
of nearly thirty-one and already marked by
permanent grief, she remained in this anomalous
position; and further troubles began with the
accession to power of the gang of harpies who
looted the Royal domain and the Church under
her little half-brother, Edward VI. They tried
to interfere with her practice of her religion
and indeed she was only maintained in that
by the active intervention of her cousin the
Emperor.
When the diseased little lad died, an effort
was made by Cranmer, Cecil, Dudley and the rest
to substitute Lady Jane Grey for Mary's legiti-
mate claim to the throne. They tried to trap
Mary into coming to London, where they would
certainly have imprisoned her and probably put
her to death. She showed the greatest courage.
Her cousin the Emperor advised her to take refuge
on the Continent. She refused to do so. She
made a prodigious ride of two days away from
London eastward and there was an enthusiastic
popular rising in her favour which destroyed the
plans of the conspirators.
But here came the crisis. She could not reign
without the great nobles, the very same people
who had conspired against her. They were too
powerful for her to do without them. She did,